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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEm

Subject: Test of Atomic b~eapons

on June 27, 1947, YOU approved the Atonic Energy

Commissionts proposal for a program to test atomic umpans early

h 1948, dtiectlng that you be Informed when a definitive plcn

was ready. On July 19’01947~ YOU f~~ther aPProved a public

release which stated that the AtoatiuEr.ar8yCommission 1s &

establishing proving grounds in tho Paaiflo for routine experk-..
ments and tests of atomio weapons.

The recommendation of the Commission, based-on tcchnic~l

re~uirements, that Eniwetok JJtoU be th~ t~st sltet ‘as ap~roved
‘*.\.

by the Joint Chief% of’Staff. No other site but Eniwetok 1-~-

suitable and none other is as f.aasibleconsidori~ present ~;-

installationa and logistic requirements. Other islands in the

Pacific, Includin$znon-Trust Territor:r,will of course be
..t

. involved in the logistical PlleParationand Supnort ‘f’‘he ‘esG-

It has b-eencieterrninedby the Atomlo Energy Commission that the

useof Eni&okvill raquire’the evacuation of145-tive3. It

.

#
.—

is recommended-that the Searetary of Defense bo directed by thti

President to effect this WCIcuatlOn.

1 In order to insure that tho UnltoclStatus mocts full!~IL(J

international obliuationg under the Chorter of the United N:ltL~r??

and in connection with the TrusteezhiEJAurecment entered int3

with the United States and the Security Council resuectinu tho
-1-..

Trust Territory Qf’the Pacific, succial provisions will be muclc

fOr local inhabitants as follows: 1.=. *– &lx They will be actcordodall rig s which Qro the norm~l

d

constitutional rightg Of citizens under tha Constitution, but

will be dealt with as wards ~f the Unitad States far whom this

cOUntrY has special rosponsibilitics.
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2. The displacement of local.inhabltflntswill be kept to

the mlnlmum required for their own safet?fand well being &nd

will not be accomplished merely for congldel’atlons~f

convenience.

3. The dlgplacetnentof local Inhabitants will be effected

by agreements reached with them ro~ardiw resettlement,

.Including fully adequate provision for their well hein~ in

their nav locntions.

The Atomic Energy Commissl.onand the SecretarY of Defense

will undertake to supply to the Stato I)crmrtmentevidence

suffi.clentto dorconstratein an Intornationcl forum thct i.n .-

conducting such #xperimentGtlon In Enlwct31c,the United States...:
Is nut thereby sub,iocttnj?the local Inhabitants of tho Trust

Territory of the Pacific to perceptibly EreQter danger then, 3ay-,

thdpooplo of the UnitctlStztcs-.

The operoti~ns projected will involve tho recovery of

title from tho Chinese Government of surplus Property Wlgin?lly

valued at an estimated $1,000,000.

TWO shots cre definitely plnnncd with provisions mndc I’.;r

~ a thirti,in the event data obtained frQrn,thetw3 shots prove

inadequate, The torget date for the fir3t shot Is April 15, lg4~,
*

The Armad l?Qrcoswill pr~vitiotho milibnry Worstloncl and

laglstlaal supp”ortnecessary to tha Commisslonls sc~entlf’lc

.
requirements. Tho Jofl.ntChiefs of St{-ffhave asaombled n T:lslc

Force for the purpase. The Commissions scientific grwp,

haoded by a Test Director, has been ?laccd under the l’askl~orce

CommAnder for over-lllloperotianal control.

It 13 estimated that the tot@. expenditure will bQ.-

$2’7,500,000,of which $20,0c0,000 will repl:csuntthe co3t of

the participation of tho Armed l?orces
(t
hove their normfll

operations. This cost will be bmm.e by the Atmnic Enargy

Commission.

Over-all security will ba tho responsibility e? the T031c

L“/

Fore;’Commend r. There will be no publlc relea30 Qi’in~or!nntton

T T \
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regarding the test”,or the preparation rondofor it, exccl>tby
,,

agreement between the Cammlsgion, the Secret[r:;of Stctc, and

the 3ccrotary of Dcfonsc,

The Joint CongressiontilCommlttco on Atomio Energy will W

advised ~f this test ~ragram (though not the precise target clntc)

upon your approval.

UNITED STATES ATOMIC
!.

David E. Lillenthal
Chairman

.

ENERGY COMMISSION
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